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forward/ and other news of the position in Scot-
land was no less cheering to Knox. For the
people were also showing their opposition to the
priests and their hatred of cc idolatry/' Ballads
written against the immorality, corruption, and
ignorance of the clergy and the superstitions
taught by the Catholic Church were becoming
more numerous, and were repeated everywhere.
The Church which had been an object of terror
had now changed to an object of mockery. In
several places men had besieged the churches and
destroyed the images. The great figure of St.
Giles in Edinburgh had been triumphantly
captured, and, after being ce drowned/' had been
burned amid the acclamation of the crowd.
The Protestant nobles had felt strong enough
to demand from the regent, in December 15573
that the reformed religion should be permitted to
be preached in private houses. Mary of Guise
thought it politic to agree. Her aim was to bring
about a union between the crowns of Scotland
and France. She wanted to marry her daughter,
Mary Stuart, for whom she was regent, to the
Dauphin of France, but there was considerable
antagonism to such an alliance. The important
positions of State were filled by Frenchmen, and
French soldiers overran the country. The nobles
resented the loss of power, and the commoners
were incensed against the brutality of the French
troops. The union of Scotland and France could